
HOLMER GREEN VILLAGE
PRODUCE ASSOCIATION

70 years of 
“Digging for Victory”

Special thanks to Stuart King for providing 
many of the pictures



A nation at war



Holmer Green contributing to the war effort



• Phrase ‘Dig for Victory’ launched in 
1939

• Villages encouraged to set up 
‘Village Produce Associations’

• Aim: to grow vegetables, keep 
livestock and cook nutritious food

• In Holmer Green, meeting 
convened by local builder Syd 
Waller

• Inaugural meeting held in 
December 1944

• Bulk seed orders placed, and a ton 
of lime ordered to sweeten the 
clay soil

• Membership fee set at 1/6d (7½ 
pence)

28th November 1944 – VPA founded in Holmer Green



VPA founder Syd Waller



Other aspects of “Digging for victory”



An early post-war show



Harvest Home Supper, 1965 – the waiters’ supper



Judging at a VPA Show, late 1960s



Footings for the new Trading Store, 1966



The Trading Store today



VPA Harvest Home Supper, 1966



Annual Show 1994 – 50th Anniversary



Annual Show 1994 – 50th Anniversary



Cookery demonstration, 1994



Barn dance, 1994



60th Anniversary tree planting, 2004

Sheila Barkus, 
founder member of 

the VPA



Annual Show 2004 – 60th Anniversary



Garden Party, 2009



‘Birds of Bray’ talk, 2014



Annual Show 2014 – 70th Anniversary



70 years of cups and trophies



Harvest Home Lunch, 2014
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A nation at war







Holmer Green contributing to the war effort







Phrase ‘Dig for Victory’ launched in 1939

Villages encouraged to set up ‘Village Produce Associations’

Aim: to grow vegetables, keep livestock and cook nutritious food

In Holmer Green, meeting convened by local builder Syd Waller

Inaugural meeting held in December 1944

Bulk seed orders placed, and a ton of lime ordered to sweeten the clay soil

Membership fee set at 1/6d (7½ pence)

28th November 1944 – VPA founded in Holmer Green







VPA founder Syd Waller





Other aspects of “Digging for victory”











An early post-war show







Harvest Home Supper, 1965 – the waiters’ supper







Judging at a VPA Show, late 1960s







Footings for the new Trading Store, 1966







The Trading Store today







VPA Harvest Home Supper, 1966







Annual Show 1994 – 50th Anniversary







Annual Show 1994 – 50th Anniversary







Cookery demonstration, 1994







Barn dance, 1994







60th Anniversary tree planting, 2004

Sheila Barkus, founder member of the VPA
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Annual Show 2004 – 60th Anniversary
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Garden Party, 2009







‘Birds of Bray’ talk, 2014







Annual Show 2014 – 70th Anniversary









70 years of cups and trophies







Harvest Home Lunch, 2014
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